Draft of Maori Indigenous Organic Standards 
Te Reka o te Kai 
Participating
Te Waka Kai Ora Inc.

Organisations:
Te Tai Tokerau Organic Producers Inc.


Organic Advisory Programme - OANZ Inc.


AgriQuality New Zealand Ltd

Project title:
Maori Indigenous Organic Standards - "Te Reka o te Kai"
Objective:
Develop an Indigenous Organic Standard that can be both verified and recognised internationally as uniquely distinct from other main stream organic certification systems. 

Background:
The increasing awareness of the health benefits from eating organic produce has lead to a worldwide increase in the demand for organic produce. Globally, the trend in consumption of organic produce has increased annually in many of the major markets. Organic production systems offer a more sustainable land use option for the future. Maori has a long history of organic production in New Zealand and are well placed to take advantage of these worldwide trends.

 Brief:
The Indigenous Organic Standard – Te Reka o te Kai recognises the special significance that traditional Maori growing practices and methods have on the integrity of the food and also to maintain sustainable land use practices.

Te Reka o te Kai, imparts these intrinsic values to the food being produce through the processes of tikanga, ritenga, wairuatanga and mauri dimensions, thus allowing for a verifiable spiritual and holistic production system.

Principles:
There are four guiding principles for ‘Te Reka o te Kai”,
· Whakapapa
· Mauri

· Tikanga
· Taonga (see Te Whare Pungawerewere o Te Reka o te Kai)
Consultation:
Te Waka Kai Ora (the national body for Maori organics) and AgriQuality are facilitating, 10 national hui, being held throughout Aotearoa to discuss all aspects of “Te Reka o te Kai” and to engage those who wish to become a part of it’s development.
The national hui are designed to encourage active participation of Maori wishing to contribute to the standard as well as being a part of the protection of matauranga Maori for whakatipu kai. Hui begin in late June 2007 and will conclude by December 2007.
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