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As a renowned agricultural region and thriving industry this exhibition is relevant to the Waikato because Matariki celebrates the seeding and harvest of all things planted, physically and metaphysically.    For the Tainui people the celebration of Matariki coincides with the Tainui celebration of the constellation of stars that appear in the night sky annually on June 16 that formed the hull of the Tainui waka.  This constellation and date also mark the historical birth of the fifth Maori King, King Koroki. 





The proceeds from the auction which will end the exhibition also contribute to the combined fundraising efforts of Te Kohao Health Ltd and Kirikiriroa Marae for a $3 million Health and Wellness Centre in the Waikato. The benefits for the people of Waikato from a Health and Wellness Centre will contribute to a future where we will see strong, health, vibrant and prosperous whanau.





The exhibition welcomes donations of artwork from both amateur and experienced artists who wish to be part of this celebration and fundraising campaign.  The amateur section will be judged with an award of recognition for the winning piece of art. Donations of artwork must be received by 14 May 2007. Contact Denise or Nadine directly for more details on 07 856 5479.





Fundraising for a Health and Wellness Centre 





In recent years there has been an upsurge in awareness among New Zealanders of the place of Te Reo Maori in both the history and future of Aotearoa. This awareness is part of a process that helps us to be increasingly conscious of our unique cultural identity.





This has influenced an appreciation of the wider cultural traditions of Māori and one of the most significant celebrations in the Māori calendar is Matariki – the indigenous, Aotearoa, New Year.  The renaissance of this ancient Māori celebration and its tradition is a chance for all New Zealanders to remind ourselves of the very special place we occupy in the world.  





Matariki is a small but distinctive star cluster whose appearance in the north eastern pre-dawn sky in late May, early June marks the start of a new phase of life.   Traditionally Matariki was the time to plant trees, prepare the land for planting crops and renew associations with whānau, family and friends. The New Year is also a good time to reflect on your place in the world, to reawaken old skills or try out new ones and set new goals.  We will mark Matariki in 2007 with an exhibition and auction of expressions of new and traditional art.  All proceeds will go towards the 2007 fundraising campaign for a Health and Wellness Centre in Hamilton.





The exhibition opens at the Central Library in Hamilton’s Garden Place 18 May 2007 10am and ends with an auction at 13 June 2007 6.30pm.  All welcome! 








